The world trend, at the present time, is towards the assumption of greater and greater responsibility for the health of the people by the governments. The announcement recently made by the Australian Health Minister on the health policy of the Australian Government (Bhore Committee, 1946) typifies this trend. ' For the people are necessary-?
The knowledge that they may, as their right, require from the government such medical and hospital services as they really need without the humiliation of proving their financial status, or the bitterness of accepting charity.
The knowledge that the breadwinner will not have to face\a crippling bill for hospital and medical services if lie, or any member of his family, suffers a prolonged illness. Another social aspect of the problem is the extent to which our rural population would make use of the free hospital and dispensary service, because, however beneficent the intentions may be, they have to be recognized as such by the would-be beneficiaries, if any success is to be achieved. In case this recognition is lacking, the reasons for the same, some of which may have considerable validity, must be discovered through objective study, and removed, as far as possible.
Our studies at Singur furnish some information 011 the habits of the people with regard to the medical treatment in case of sickness and the factors which influence them. The discussion that follows is based on the material collected in the course of a general health survey (Lai and Seal, .1947 
